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Curriculum Plan – Key Stage 2 Performing Arts 
 

 
Please find below a detailed outline of the curriculum covered in Performing Arts through 
Year 5 in Key Stage 2. Some topics covered may last longer than one block. This is to enable 
students to fully immerse themselves in the style of the music, gain a deeper understanding 
of the genre and to fully embed skills. 
 
Year 5 
 

 Block 1 & 2 Block 3 Block 4 Block 5 Block 6 Block 7 
 Drama Production 

 
Learn about music effects 
and how they are used in 
cartoons. 
 
Be able to suggest ideas for 
musical effects, thinking 
about body sounds, vocal 
sounds and instrumental 
sounds. 
 
Create effects to go with 
the cartoon Steamboat 
willie and perform them in 
time. 
 
Use knowledge of musical 
effects to develop a 
performance of the short 
story ‘Dragon Slayer’ 
 
Gain knowledge about 
recording techniques to 
create a video 
performance/story 
board/puppets. 
 
 

Recorder 
 
Learn how to 
play the 
recorder, 
including 
tonguing 
techniques, 
fingering 
positions, scales 
and reading 
music. 
 
Gain a greater 
understanding 
of musical 
notation, 
melody and how 
to read music 
properly at a 
basic level. 
 
Learn how to 
play together in 
a small 
ensemble in 
time and whilst 
reading notated 
music. 

Dances from 
Around the 
World 
 
Learn how each 
of us is different 
and what 
traditional 
dances come 
from all of our 
cultures. 
 
Learn some of 
the most 
famous 
traditional 
dances from 
around the 
world.  
 
Learn the 
‘Haka’. 
 
Be able to 
perform as a 
class in time and 
competently. 
Record a video 
of us 
performing.   

Keyboard Skills 
 
Developing five 
finger technique 
and correct 
hand posture 
through a 
keyboard duet 
and 
arrangement 
task. 
 
Beginning to 
learn about 
notation, 
duration and 
how to play in 
time whilst 
following a 
score.   
 
Learn how to 
play in time with 
another person 
and how to 
arrange music to 
create a 
performance. 
 

Drumming 
 
Learn about 
rhythm and 
pulse and how 
this impacts a 
piece of music. 
 
Learn new 
music notation, 
timing and time 
signatures. 
 
learn how to 
play in time as a 
class and a small 
ensemble. 
 
Understand the 
importance of a 
leader in a 
musical 
performance. 
 
Learn how to 
change rhythms 
and how to 
arrange music 
using sections, 
texture and 
silence. 
 
Learn about the 
importance of 
drumming in 
various cultures. 
 

Music 
Production & 
Composition 
 
Learn about the 
importance of 
music 
production and 
how we can use 
it to compose 
our own music.  
 
Learn how to 
use Garageband 
and other 
programmes to 
compose their 
own original 
piece of music. 
 
Using the skills 
that the 
students have 
acquired in the 
previous blocks 
they should 
compose an 
original piece of 
music. 
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Assessment for learning and next steps. 
Assess skills gained. 

 


