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Curriculum Plan – Year 11 Music GCSE 
 
Please find below a detailed outline of the curriculum covered in Music through Year 11 in 
Key Stage 4. Some topics covered my last longer or take less than one block to complete. 
This is to enable students to fully immerse themselves in the style of the music, gain a deeper 
understanding of the genre and to fully embed skills. 
 
Year 11 
 

 Block 1 & 2 Block 3 Block 4 Block 5 Block 6 Block 7 
 Popular Music 

 
Learners will develop 
knowledge and 
understanding of: 
popular song structure, 
characteristics of 
popular music, stylistic 
features of popular 
music, different styles 
of popular music, 
musical devices used 
in popular music, 
instrumentation, 
different artists and 
their unique style. 
 
Pupils will cover styles 
such pop, rock and roll, 
progressive rock, film 
music, computer game 
music, R&B, country, 
soft rock, garage rock, 
alternative rock, punk 
and Indie to name a 
few. 
 
Pupils will learn how to 
perform pieces from 
the various styles 
mentioned and also 
will develop their 
ability to compose in 
these styles also. 
 
Pupils will also spend 
time on their chosen 
instrument, practicing 
pieces ready for their 
final performance. 

Study Pieces 
 
In this block pupils 
will continue the 
learning from 
block 1 & 2, 
however they will 
now also spend 
time learning in 
depth about the 
study pieces 
chosen: 3 songs 
from The Beatles 
Sgt Pepper's 
Lonely Hearts 
Club Band. 

Traditional Music 
 
Learners will develop 
knowledge and 
understanding of:  
Blues music from 1920 to 
1950, 
Fusion music, 
Contemporary Latin music, 
Contemporary folk music of 
the british Isles. 
 
Learners will gain 
knowledge of the 
characteristics, stylistic 
features, musical devices, 
timbre, instrumentation, 
harmony and structure of 
all the styles mentioned 
above. 
 
Pupils will be set 
composition tasks in the 
varying styles of music in 
order to gain a better 
understanding of the style 
and to give them 
opportunities to develop 
their compositional 
techniques. 
 
Pupils will also have the 
opportunity to play pieces 
from the varying styles 
mentioned above as well as 
practicing and rehearsing 
their final performance 
piece. 

Western Classical 
Tradition since 1910 
 
Learners will develop 
knowledge and 
understanding of: 
The Orchestral music of 
Aaron Copland, British 
Music of Malcolm Arnold, 
Benjamin Britten, Peter 
Maxwell Davies and John 
Tavener, The Orchestral 
music of Zoltan Kodaly, and 
Bela Bartok, Minimalist 
music of John Adams, Steve 
Reich and Terry Riley. 
 
 Learners will gain 
knowledge of the 
characteristics, stylistic 
features, musical devices, 
timbre, instrumentation, 
harmony and structure of 
all the styles and composers 
mentioned above. 
 
Pupils will be set 
composition tasks in the 
varying styles of music in 
order to gain a better 
understanding of the style 
and to give them 
opportunities to develop 
their compositional 
techniques. 
 
Pupils will also have the 
opportunity to play pieces 
from the varying styles 
mentioned above as well as 
practicing and rehearsing 
their final performance 
piece. 
 

Composing 
and 
Performing 
 
In this block 
pupils will work 
on completing 
their final 
composition 
and 
performance 
tasks. These 
need to be 
written up and 
recorded and 
sent off by the 
designated time 
set by the exam 
board. 
 
Learners will 
also spend time 
going over any 
areas they feel 
weak in. 
 
 
 

Revision and 
Exam 
Preparation 
 
In this block 
learners will 
spend time 
revising and 
practicing past 
papers in 
preparation for 
the written 
exam. 
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t Listening test at the 

end of each block. 
Listening 
performance 
and composition 
test including 
samples from 
past papers. 

Listening performance 
and composition test 
including samples from 
past papers. 

Listening performance 
and composition test 
including samples from 
past papers. 

Past paper 
assessments. 

Past paper 
assessments. 

 


