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Curriculum Plan – Key Stage 3 Art 
 

 
Please find below a detailed outline of the curriculum covered in Art through Year 7 over the 
course of the 2020-21 academic year. Some topics covered may last longer than one block. 
This is to enable students to fully immerse themselves in the topic, gain a higher level of skill 
and have plenty of opportunities to showcase their creativity. 
 
Year 7 
 

 Block 1 & 2 Block 3 & 4 Block 4, 5 & 6 Block 7 
 Formal Elements, 

Colour Theory and 
Abstraction 
 
Develop understanding 
of the formal elements 
in Art and colour theory. 
 
Look at the work of 
other artists to see how 
they have employed 
particular techniques. 
 
Take inspiration from 
Artist research to create 
personal responses to 
their style, developing 
and learning new 
practical skills.  
 

Marine Life: Drawing 
and Painting skills 
 
Develop a greater 
understanding of how 
to add detail, tone and a 
sense of texture. 
 
Explore a range of 
artists and practice their 
contrasting techniques 
in both paint and pencil. 
 
 
Take inspiration from 
Artist research to create 
personal responses to 
their style, developing 
and learning new 
practical skills.  

My Surroundings: Style 
and Composition 
 
Develop an 
understanding of how 
artists work in different 
styles to explore similar 
themes in contrasting 
ways. 
 
Explore composition 
through the work of 
other artists, working in 
their style to develop 
practical skills. 
 
Take inspiration from 
artist research to 
develop a personal 
response to the theme 
‘my surroundings’ 
 

Still Life: Tone 
 
Develop an awareness 
of tone and how this 
affects the appearance 
of shapes. 
 
Explore different 
shading techniques and 
their effects. 
 
Produce a final outcome 
based on a still life 
composition. 
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Written annotations, 
analysis of artworks and 
evaluation of own work. 
 

Practical work. 
 
Written annotations, 
analysis of artworks and 
evaluation of own work. 

Practical work. 
 
Written annotations, 
analysis of artworks and 
evaluation of own work. 

Practical work. 
 
Written annotations, 
analysis of artworks and 
evaluation of own work. 

 


